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A Study on the Relationship between the
Chinese “Fu” and Metaphor

Tsung-Wu Chien”

Abstract

The Chinese “Fu” is considered a unique genre in Chinese literature. It can be
assimilated into different forms of literature classification, and can also be influenced
by them. Metaphor is one of them. Metaphor and the Chinese “Fu” have the same
original factor, the same transmission manner, and the same developing background,
and furthermore the same transmitter. The Chinese “Fu” is an important form in the
elite literature, while the metaphor is interesting and plays a significant role in popular
literature. Therefore, an investigation of the relationship between should worth the
effort to provide further study in the interaction between elite literature and popular
literature.

This study focuses on the metaphors of the pre-Chin literature, especially those
that combined with versification culture, first observing the integration and
combination of the “Fu” genre with comic metaphors, and then analyzing the
influence on metaphors of “ The Fu Chapter” in Shuin-Tze. Further discussions will
cover the Han-Dynasty Fu, the Six-Dynasty Fu, the Six Dynasty Fu Essays, and the
Duo-Hwang Popular Fu. By analyzing all the Fu literary works as a whole, this study
argues that the Fu works by those men-of-letters is actually an innovation that
condenses and refines literary writings into literary allusions and makes full use of
them, which is also appropriating popular literature into elite literature.

) Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Feng Chia University
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