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Abstract

The article divides the assumed dialogues in the form of Fu into four phases.
First, before the Chin Dynasty, the assumed dialogues were the real conversation of
eloquent actors jokingly satirizing the emperor at leisure, and the Fu, after being
arranged and revised, still retained its form of dialogue. Second, in the West Han
Dynasty, because of the considerable number of actors, Fu was written in the script
form under the emperor’s edict; thus, writers must create characters to develop the
dialogue. Third, from the East Han Dynasty to the Six Dynasty, as both the
background of the writers and the way to disseminate their works changed, the form
of Fu switched from a sound art to a written one. In that period, ancient people and
ghosts often spoke in the dialogues. However, the fictitious ghosts and ancient people
rarely appeared in the Fu of the Tang Dynasty and the Song Dynasty. Finally, the
assumed dialogues returned to the simplest form of composition as that in the West
Han Dynasty, that is, to assume an anonymous person to be the conversational
partner.

Keywards: Fu, Assumed Dialogues, The form of Fu, Dialogues, and Assumed theory

This article was adapted from part of the research project entitled “ The Study of the Relationship

between Fu and Assumed Dialogues” ( NSC-93-2411-H-035-033 executed by Department of

Chinese Literature of Feng Chia University ) of National Science Committee in Administration Yuan,

directed by Professor Tsung-Wu Chien. Part of this article had been presented in the inauguration of

the Sixth International Seminar on Fu in Chengdu ( Oct. 10", 2002, which was then expanded to this

article. That is, the historical periods covered have been extended from three phases to four.
**Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Feng Chia University.



