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Abstract

This research paper attempts to analyze female self-awareness in the two plays
of the Yuan Dynasty—Hui-Lan Chi by Hsin-Dao Lee and The Rescue of a Courtesan
by Han-Chin Gwan. The main reason for the comparison and contrast of these two
plays is the resemblances between the fates of the two leading female characters of
the plays. First , they both suffer their doomed miserable life from being prostitutes to
being housewives. Besides, both of them are assisted by others so as to get away from
their difficult lives. From the researcher’s digging up of the female self-awareness in
Hui-Lan Chi, we are able to realize that Hai-Tang Chang represents a particular type
of passive female self-awareness through her struggling and spiritual torturing. On the
other hand, Ing-Chang Song and Pan-Ern Chao in The Rescue of a Courtesan do show
their active female self-awareness. Based on such an understanding, this research
paper has also presented the reflection of the playwrights’ mental states as well as
their personal responses to the contemporary society in the Yuan Dynasty.

KeyWord : Yuan-drama, Hui-Lan Chi, The Rescue of a Courtesan, Female
self-awareness.
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