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Abstract

By the antique contacts of the agreements on additional fees in Tsaotun in the
Ching Dynasty assisted with the type of agreements made in other places in Taiwan
and China for reference, this paper investigates the titles and formats of the
agreements on additional fees, the reasons to make such agreements, the persistence
of the agreements, and times of collecting the additional fees. The investigation finds
that the agreements made in Tsaotun are generally identical with those made in other
places in Taiwan, but the agreements gradually become different from those made in
China through time. In the ChenLong Period, immigrants in Taiwan generally made
such agreements same as those in their hometowns in China. After the ChiaChing
Period, they no longer followed the conventions of making such agreements in their
hometowns. They created new rules, which then became the new conventions in the
successional periods in Taiwan. By the transition, the fact that the new society was
gradually formed in Taiwan after the ChiaChing Period could be proved.

Keywords: The Ching Dynasty, Tsaotun, An agreement on additional fees
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