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" American dream: when he first heard the phrase as a kid he pictured God lying sleeping, the
quilt-colored map of the U.S. commg out of his head like a cloud. { # + Eﬁ kY F 114 F h~ 5
American dream. When he first...

8 Lyrics born in some distant smoke, decades when Americans moved within the American dream,
laughing at it, starving on it, but living it, humming it, the national anthem everywhere.... Rabbit had
come in on the end of it, as the world shrank like an apple going bad and America was no longer the

wisest hick town within a boat ride of Europe and Broadway forgot the tune, but here it all still was,
in the music Babe played....

® America is beyond power, it acts as in a dream, as a face of God. Wherever America is, there is

freedom, and wherever America is not, madness rules with chains, darkness strangles millions.
Beneath her patient bombers, paradise is possible.
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Y That was then, Dad, this is now. You were still in the industrial era. You were a blue-collar slave.
People don’t make money an hour at a time any more; you just get yourself in the right position and
it comes. | know guys, lawyers, guys in real estate, no older than me and not as smart who pull in two,
three hundred K on a single transaction.... It is easy to be rich, that’s what this country is all about.

(39-41/1084, italics Updike’s)
123l in all this is the happiest fucking country the world has ever seen -

BuMr. Shimada is not lecturing to Rabbit, the individual; he is lecturing to the American nation, using
Rabbit as a token audience” ( ”Appropriating the Scene” 59) -
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Abstract

Updike’s five Rabbit books novels (Rabbit Tetralogy plus “Rabbit Remembered”)
portrays extensively and exhaustively, like a comprehensive encyclopedia of social
history, the social-cultural milieu of the United States during the later half of the
twentieth century. They offer a panorama of American social phenomena and a
critique of the American Dream ideology. Through the anxieties and alienation of
Rabbit Angstrom, the American Adam figure, Updike projects an allegorical
prospectus of a country that has been built upon the Dream. Updike investigates what
has become of this Dream, where people no longer live up to a high moral and
religious standard, where the Puritan work ethic is no longer respected, where people
live materially rich but lack a solid sense of security. Nostalgic of its glorious past and
lamenting on the loss of some traditional virtues in the national dream, Updike
re-evaluates self-reflexively the ever-changing American value system that keeps on
re-modifying itself under the incessant stimulus of historical events and social
changes.

Keywords: John Updike; Rabbit Tetralogy; “Rabbit Remembered”; American Dream

) Professor, Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Feng Chia University.



