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Abstract

The life of Jian-wen Emperor Si-Ma Yu of East Jin can be divided into several
stages in his life. The first stage is from his birth until the death of his mother Imperial
Concubine Cheng. His father, Si-Ma Rui, had six sons from four mothers. Because of
the status of his mother, Si-Ma Yu was favored by Si-Ma Rui, and received the title of
“Lang Ye Wang” at the age of three. However, soon after Si-Ma Rui passed away, his
mother, Cheng, passed away in year 326. Si-Ma Yu became a thorn in the flesh to the
political struggle, and his title was degraded to “Kuei Chi Wang” for 38 years.

For 38 years, Si-Ma Yu was kept away from political struggle and devoted to the
development of metaphysics. Under his initiation, the development of metaphysics
before the middle of East Jin was prosperous. In terms of politics, he experienced over
six Emperors, Ming, Cheng, Kang, Mu, Ai, and Fei. He was nominated twice for the
Emperor but lost the political battle. Because he managed to stay out of the battle, his
governmental rank kept rising and unharmed. After Fei Emperor ascended the
throne, Si-Ma was appointed Lushang Shushi and Fujun General, and began to have
political control. He introduced his connections in Kuei Chi and metaphysics to the
central government, and those people had significant effect on the war against other
countries and internal affairs during the Fei Emperor period, as well as on the power
struggle against Huan-wen after Si-Ma Yu became the Emperor.

This paper would discuss the alternation of the thrones of East Jin since the early
period, the vicissitude of the titles “Lang Ye Wang” and “Kuei Chi Wang” in the
political positions, and the political arrangement and movement of Si-Ma Yu, to

analyze the background of the enthronement of Hsiao Wu Emperor.

Keywords: Si-Ma Yu , East Jin, Kuei Chi, Lang Ye
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