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Abstract

Since the end of the World War 1II, Thailand’s economic development strategy
has been characterized as centralized economy and emphasized export-oriented policy.
From 1960s to the mid-1980s, the unbalanced pattern of its economic development
has caused Thailand’s national spatial development to become an obvious
core-periphery structure. In order to efficiently enhance the economic growth in rural
areas, Thailand began to focus on the deconcentration of economic activities. In the
meanwhile, the wave of regional economic integration arose rapidly, and Thailand’s
neighboring countries also tried to carry out the open policy. These changes had
provided a good opportunity for Thailand to make closer economic relations with its
neighboring countries. By early 1990s, there were several sub-regional economic
cooperation programmes initiated. In addition to the economic interests, this paper
also deeply concerns about some geopolitical implications on Thailand’s participation

in sub-regional economic cooperation programmes as well.
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