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Abstract

The research analyzes the relationship between plaintiff and defendant in the
Pi-yu Bamboo Slips ( 2§ ) , brief records of indictments, and that between
official-in-charge and defendant in the Shou-qi Bamboo Slips (% # f§ ) , brief
records of cases and sentences. Three underlying relationships in the analysis can be

9 <6

demonstrated: “the superior to the subordinate,” “the subordinate to the superior” and
“the superior equaling the subordinate,” from which two interpretations are resolved.
First, every civilian possesses litigation rights, which means possible procedure of
making a complaint to government can be taken when individual right is threatened.
Second, the termination of limited identity for defendants signifies all men including
the officials and rulers can be brought to trial. In addition, from the perspective of
civilian and ruler, the exploration of “legitimacy” of equality in the legal documents
composes the central issue. To be more specific, the civilian and the ruler embody the
object of rights and the subject of rights respectively. Hence, the central issues in the

b

research include “civilian’s identification with the law” and ‘“absolute monarch’s

sovereignty.”

Keywords: Bao-shan Bamboo Slips from Chu Tomb, legal documents, equality,

legitimacy
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