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Abstract

In the early years of the Republic, when May Fourth Movement occurred,
“Confucianism” became an easy target for many people. At that time, Shu-ming
Liang’s “New Confucianism” emerged as a unique sect in academia. He dedicated
himself to the promotion of modern spirit of Confucianism and influenced the
developmental direction of modern New Confucianism as well. This study
investigated the five aspects relevant to the insights and characteristics of Shu-ming
Liang’s “New Confucianism”: the major cause making Shu-ming Liang turn towards
the study of Confucius, the way Shu-ming Liang distinguished true Confucianism
from false Confucianism, the major resources of “New Confucianism,” the core ideas
of “New Confucianism,” and the concrete implementation of “New Confucianism.”
By investigating the five aspects mentioned above, the study demonstrated how
Shu-ming Liang reconstructed the study of Confucius, revived Confucianism, and
opened new opportunities for the development of contemporary Confucianism during
the period of May Fourth Movement when all people advocated anti-Confucianism
and the subversion of tradition.

Keywords: Shu-ming Liang, New Confucianism, instinct, rationality
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