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Feng Chia University

A Study of Loyalty and Filial Piety in

Gongyang’s Annals and Gu Liang’s Annals

You-Yu Chiang”

Abstract

Both Gongyang’s Annals and Gu Liang’s Annals focus on righteousness, trying
their best to interpret Confucius’s belief in praising the good and hating evil. Of all
the ethical standards, the relationships between father and son and between monarch
and courtier are, undoubtedly, the two most important, and they are also emphasized
in the above-mentioned two works. However, the two works hold different views of
loyalty and filial piety.

Gongyang’s Annals advocates “righteousness” as the highest guiding principle in
terms of the monarch-courtier relationship. Both the monarch and his courtiers are
asked to work equally on the basis of “righteousness,” and the maintenance and
abolition of the relationship are also based on it so that sovereignty will be not
expanded and abused without limit, and that the courtiers will not be placed in a
dilemma when the monarch does not meet the ethical standards. Therefore, facing the
conflict between loyalty and filial piety, Gongyang does not stress the fulfillment of
both under some reasonable and justifiable circumstances.

Nevertheless, Gu Liang places emphasis on the concept of the supremacy of
sovereignty that the monarch is the god of the courtiers, so even if the monarch is
unethical, his courtiers must retain their loyalty to him. When loyalty and filial piety
conflict with each other, Gu Liang claims that the monarch-courtier and father-son
relationships are equally important, so he opposes valuing filial piety and belittling
loyalty. Gu Liang’s Annals highlights the position of the monarch who requires the

*
Part-time Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Asia University.
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courtiers’ loyalty and obedience, but lacks the restraint on the monarch’s immorality

and the abuse of his sovereignty.

Keywords: loyalty, filial piety, Gongyang’s Annals, Gu Liang’s Annals
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