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An Exploration of the Narrative Strategy
and Meaning of Wang Fanze's Allegorical

Poems

Shu-Chen Lin*

Abstract

This paper focuses on the poetry by Wang Fanze, a poet-monk of Tang Dynasty.
Its purpose is to explore the narrative strategy and meaning of Wang's allegorical
poems. Consisting of two main aspects, my exploration begins with an investigation
into the narrative strategy of Wang Fanze's poems, replete with vernacular slangs and
implications of social mores. With its content carrying traces of flowing from lyrical
and didactic poetry by the caste of intellectuals to popular poetry for propaganda to
the general public, Wang's poems make use of such narrative strategies as diction,
trope, and imagery. In the second aspect of my investigation, I analyze Wang's poems
from the Buddhist doctrine and principle, centering on the contexts in which Wang's
poems move from philosophical Buddhism to secular Buddhism. Elaborations about
"secular wisdom" include the doctrines of understanding worldly affairs, of living a
life of peace, of removing the ego, and comprehending life and death. Elaborations
about "truth" (paramirtha) include the doctrines of establishing righteousness by
emptying one's mind and eliminating all phenomena, of using dreams as metaphor to
remove physical images, and of the innateness of Buddhahood. Subsequently, I touch

upon the aesthetic effects of Wang Fanze's allegorical poems, approached from the

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University.
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dimensions of the author, the text (the poems), and the reader. Finally I sum up the

principal ideas of the paper.

Keywords: Tang poetry, allegorical poetry, Wang Fanze, poet-monk, Buddhist

studies
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