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Textual Criticism on the Theory of Ming
Xin Bao Jian Not Complied by Qiu Shi

An-Pang Chou”

Abstract

Ming Xin Bao Jian is the first ancient Chinese book translated into Western
languages. Inferred from the earliest edition existing today, its compiler should be Fan
Li-ben of the Ming Dynasty of China. In the popular South Korean drama, Da Chang
Jin, the leading lady character is described as clever and sensible from childhood and
diligent in learning. She finished studying books such as Qian Zi Wen and Ming Xin
Bao Jian, etc. at the age of seven, which shows that Ming Xin Bao Jian entered the
Korean culture long ago and its sustained influence continued until today. It is
generally believed in South Korea that the compiler of this book is the learned
Confucian scholar official, Qiu Shi, of the Goguryeo Kingdom. However, its content
all comes from the maxims and aphorism of Chinese classics of China’s past
dynasties, and its background information and thinking also correlate with the
Confucian idealist philosophy of the Song and Ming Dynasties, totally having
nothing to do with Goguryeo literature. Why is there such a view that Qiu Shi
compiled the book, and under what kind of circumstances that Qiu Shi was related to
Ming Xin Bao Jian? The question has not been explored and analyzed by scholars yet.
Through the documents retained from China’s past dynasties in Ming Xin Bao Jian

and Qiu Xi Jia Sheng of Ren Xing Zhai She, together with related materials from

* Associate Professor, General Education Center, Chungtai Institute of Health Sciences and
Technology.
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History of Goguryeo, History of Joseon and History of the Ming Dynasty, this study
infers that the key role behind the argument is Qiu Shi Wen—descendant of Qiu
Shi—who, from Qiu Xi Jia Sheng extended to Ming Xin Bao Jian, carefully planned
and progressively established the theory that Qui Shi complied the book.

Keywords: Ming Xin Bao Jian, Joseon (Korea), Qiu Shi
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