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pp. 143-185, No. 20, Jun. 2010

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Feng Chia University

The Appraisal and Annotation on Sun
Guoting's Treatise on Calligraphy in

Chinese History

Wen-Hsiung Hung"

Abstract

Sun Guoting (traditional Chinese: #%if &), a Chinese calligrapher of the early
Tang Dynasty, was remembered for his cursive calligraphy and his Treatise on
Calligraphy (% #%) . The work was the first important and influential script of
Chinese calligraphy, and it was much more significant because his writing script
could be traced to Wang Xizhi. The theory in this work has broken new ground ever
since; therefore, many researchers have been studying it. This article tried to do a
survey about the appraisal and annotation on Treatise on Calligraphy in Chinese
history in order to understand its value. The results in this research are the following.
Sun Guoting was criticized in Tang Dynasty but still had far-reaching influence.
During the Song Dynasty, Sun won high appraisal gradually, including Mi-Fu’s
appreciation first and some emperors’ imitation writing later in Southern Song
Dynasty. Sun was also ridiculed and criticized in Yuan Dynasty, but in the
beginning of Ming Dynasty, because it was difficult to get Wang Xizhi’s true scripts,
Sun won his appraisal and reputation again in spite of some criticisms. During Chin
Dynasty, Treatise on Calligraphy became a powerful classic that learners of Wang
Xizhi’s calligraphy could not do without. Also, there were more attention and

annotation about Sun’s work in this period. Generally speaking, the theory in

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University.
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Treatise on Calligraphy has won its firm and high position. Though it was only put in
a minor position in Tang Dynasty, it has been highly appreciated. Because Sun’s

scripts have survived until now, they are treated as art treasures.

Keywords: Calligraphy, Sun Guoting, Sun Qianli, Treatise on Calligraphy
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